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item. Marketing Portfolio. For the past two years, new film director Dede Gardner has been shooting a documentary
on life in Atlanta’s Underground Railroad community, and the project has taken her all over the city. This week she
had some time to talk to Curbed Atlanta about her film, called We’ve Been Watching You: The Untold Story of the

Atlanta Underground Railroad. To be clear, Gardner is not a historian — and her film doesn’t pretend to be one.
Instead, she’s taking a personal approach to gathering oral histories of Atlanta residents who were involved in the

city’s slave-trading story. “It’s not history,” Gardner says. “It’s people’s stories, it’s what they remember, it’s just their
own kind of experience of it.” Though she isn’t a historian, Gardner also couldn’t resist channeling her own personal

history into the film. She grew up in the Atlanta area, and she had relatives on both sides of the Civil War, so she
had a unique perspective on Atlanta’s role in the abolitionist movement. “My family has been here for a couple

generations,” she says, “and we have a lot of stories about people who have been through slavery and who ended up
on the Underground Railroad and people who were taken to the North and ended up working in the factories in

Canton, Ohio, and then came back and started a family here and didn’t ever talk about it.” For example, the family
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also had a relative who was a Methodist preacher and helped runaway slaves hide in his barn during the Civil War.
Gardner cites this as a reason why she wanted to tell the stories of these people who might have otherwise been

forgotten. “For me,” she says, “when a family is still
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