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radial blur filters are very useful for text effects because they create a virtually infinite number of blurred looking
text. however, they have a problem though: they don't have the most useful feature of other text blurs: the ability
to blur portions of text instead of the whole thing. the reason is because we have no way to control the origin point

of the blurred text. as you can see from the figure below, the radial blur can create nice blur effects, but the furthest
point from the origin is always blurred, which is not very useful. since the blacks of the image and the gradient are

not visible at the same time, this causes a radial blur to occur between the two. to fix this, we'll use a warp effect to
warp the layers mask over the image. one common way to create a mask for the gradient is to use the pencil tool
and draw around the edges of the image. in the example above, i drew a circle around the clock, which will be the

center of the radial blur (if it weren't for the fact that photoshop doesn't show us the radial effect in the image).
then, i applied a blur effect to the mask, giving it a thickness of 8. since the layers mask is transparent, the image

underneath will show through. the end result looks like this: now that we have a mask that will allow us to warp the
radial blur over the image, we need to make sure that the two are aligned. to do this, we'll use the free rotate tool

(l). to make sure our sides aren't rotated, we'll click on the rotate tool (p). to rotate it the center, we'll click on it with
the free rotate tool (l). once the free rotate tool is in the center of our layer, we'll click and drag, alternating

between the rotate tool and free rotate tool (l and p), until the rotation is aligned.
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